
March 12, 2015 

 

To Whom it May Concern: 

I am writing to support the nomination of Jenna Mobley for the Presidential Innovation 
Award for Environmental Educators. It is a privilege and an honor to do so. 

In 2009, I helped to open Springdale Park Elementary (Spark) along with Jenna Mobley 
and countless other educators. We were all afforded a unique opportunity to teach students in 
what is now the first “green school” in Georgia to receive LEED gold certification. Ms. Mobley 
immediately stood out as a youthful, spirited individual that was eager and equipped to teach 
students about the importance of environmental responsibility. For the past six years, she has 
been a major contributor to our school’s environmental program and its overall success. 

Ms. Mobley has always been passionate about environmental education. I had the 
privilege of working on the same grade level team with her when she served as a homeroom 
teacher. During this time, I witnessed first-hand her expertise as an innovator. She leveraged her 
talents as a leader and environmentalist to prepare and present the rationale for a fulltime 
environmental educator position to our administration. She worked tirelessly from that day on to 
develop the environmental program, and her on-going efforts and commitment have sustained it.  

Ms. Mobley engages students in unique ways to make standards-based learning fun. Each 
year, my first graders beam and get excited when it is time for their weekly class with her. I too 
have found myself sticking around for her lessons. Whether she is teaching about composting, 
bringing in a local chef for a cooking demonstration, or helping my first graders go through the 
steps to recycle paper they’ve used, Ms. Mobley makes learning meaningful and real.  

Her program has impacted my classroom, our school and our community. We keep a 
recycling bin in our class, and our recycling practices earned us a visit by the Waste Pro 
recycling truck (courtesy of Ms. Mobley). Class celebrations are now filled with healthy treats as 
opposed to sugary sweets. More students are walking to school or riding bikes, because she helps 
to promote the Clean Air Campaign. Students help to harvest plants from the garden, and attend 
school “dine-out” nights in at local restaurants that serve the harvested produce. Many families 
have even started their own gardens. Her collaboration with our first grade team makes teaching 
science easier, because she is providing hands-on experiences for students beyond the regular 
classroom. She even integrates the reading, language arts, and math standards that we are 
teaching with the literature she uses or the labs she conducts.  

Ms. Mobley is clearly an exceptional educator, innovator, and leader, but above all she is 
an outstanding environmentalist. She has been one of the most valuable proponents in the 



development of Spark’s environmental education program. I know of no one more deserving of 
this esteemed award.  

Sincerely, 

 

Shenise White 

1st Grade Teacher 

Springdale Park Elementary School 

 

 

 

 


